Day 2 – From Cotton to Catfish: The Impact of Mississippi’s Major Industries
Name: ____________________  Date: ___________  Period: _______
From Cotton to Catfish
Paragraph 1:
Mississippi’s economy began with cotton, which shaped the daily lives of many communities. Over time, farmers began experimenting with new products and methods, which led to diversification of the state’s economy. Catfish farming, in particular, emerged as a profitable alternative in parts of the Delta.
Paragraph 2:
The rise of aquaculture brought thousands of jobs to rural areas. Farmers created ponds, hired workers, and built processing plants. These changes required infrastructure such as roads, equipment, and storage facilities to support the growing industry.
Paragraph 3:
Mississippi communities showed remarkable resilience as people adapted to new ways of working. Towns that once relied solely on cotton shifted toward catfish and other industries. This economic shift allowed families to remain in rural areas instead of moving to cities for work.
Paragraph 4:
Innovation played a key role in catfish farming. Scientists and farmers developed techniques to improve production and reduce waste. Sustainability also became important, ensuring ponds and water resources could support the industry long-term.
Paragraph 5:
By combining tradition with modern methods, Mississippi has transformed its economy while maintaining connections to its agricultural roots. The state continues to adapt, showing how people, technology, and resources work together to support economic growth.
Vocabulary Matching – From Cotton to Catfish
Directions: Match the word to its correct definition.
	Term
	Definition

	1. Aquaculture _____
	A. Farming fish or other aquatic animals for food

	2. Diversification _____
	B. Expanding into multiple industries or products to reduce risk

	3. Innovation _____
	C. A new method, idea, or product that improves work

	4. Infrastructure _____
	D. Basic systems like roads, ports, and storage needed for industry

	5. Resilience _____
	E. Ability to adapt or recover from difficulties

	
	

	
	

	
	


Directions: Complete the chart with evidence from the passage. Cite paragraph numbers.
	Industry/Change
	Positive Impact
	Negative        Impact/Challenge
	Paragraph 

	Catfish farming
	____________________
	_____________________
	______

	Cotton farming
	____________________
	_____________________
	______

	Economic shift
	____________________
	______________________
	______

	Innovation & sustainability
	____________________
	_______________________
	______


MAAP-Style Multiple Choice Questions
Directions: Circle the best answer and cite paragraph number.
1. What industry emerged as a profitable alternative to cotton?
A. Manufacturing B. Catfish farming C. Shipbuilding D. Tourism Paragraph #: _____
2. What is the meaning of aquaculture in the passage?
A. Farming fish and other aquatic life
B. Making furniture in factories
C. Growing cotton for export
D. Creating roads and bridges Paragraph #: _____
3. Which sentence shows Mississippi communities adapted to economic changes?
A. “Innovation played a key role in catfish farming.”
B. “Towns that once relied solely on cotton shifted toward catfish and other industries.”
C. “By combining tradition with modern methods, Mississippi has transformed its economy.”
D. “Sustainability also became important.” Paragraph #: _____
4. What does diversification mean in the passage?
A. Focusing on a single crop
B. Expanding into multiple industries to reduce risk
C. Reducing jobs in rural areas
D. Exporting only cotton Paragraph #: _____
5. Which term describes building roads and storage to support the catfish industry?
A. Innovation B. Infrastructure C. Resilience D. Sustainability Paragraph #: _____
6. What does resilience refer to in the passage?
A. Technology in factories
B. People adapting to economic changes
C. Fish production
D. Exporting cotton Paragraph #: _____
7. How did innovation help Mississippi’s catfish industry?
A. It decreased production.
B. It improved techniques and reduced waste.
C. It replaced workers with machines entirely.
D. It ended rural jobs. Paragraph #: _____
8. Why is sustainability important for catfish farming?
A. To sell products locally
B. To ensure resources can support future production
C. To increase taxes
D. To reduce cotton farming Paragraph #: _____
9. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Mississippi’s economy has stayed the same.
B. Mississippi adapted from cotton to catfish and modern industries.
C. Only catfish farming matters today.
D. Cotton is the most important crop now. Paragraph #: _____
10. Which is an example of an economic shift in the passage?
A. From cotton farming to catfish farming
B. Building a new road in a city
C. Tourists visiting Mississippi
D. Scientists studying fish Paragraph #: _____
Short Response (4–5 sentences)
Question:
Explain two ways Mississippi’s economy changed from cotton farming to catfish farming. Include both positive and negative effects, and cite paragraph numbers.





Compare & Contrast Question
Question:
Compare Mississippi’s economy in the 1800s (cotton) with today (catfish and industry). How are they different, and how are they still connected? Cite at least two paragraphs.
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